The fourth canal: its incidence in maxillary first molars.
The purpose of this study was to determine the frequency with which a fourth canal is clinically located, instrumented and obturated in maxillary first molars. The results indicate that it can be located, instrumented and filled at least 77 per cent of the time. This is an important finding for the general practitioner and endodontist alike, as clinical success is directly related to the complete debridement and obturation of the root canal system.